
Off the beaten track this summer
Longer days allow the sun to warm the soils of the Canterbury Plains, which makes it the perfect time to stroll around one of 
Selwyn’s golf courses, pick up some fresh summer produce and forage for berries. Find a great spot to take the family camping or 
enjoy a slow journey along the Inland Scenic Route Highway 72.

VISIT SELWYN.NZ OR FIND OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES ONLINE. FOLLOW SELWYN NZ ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM.
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Camping in Selwyn 
From designated freedom camping areas to commercial campgrounds with 
full facilities, you’ll find the great spot to kick back and relax with the family. 

Camping areas can be found just 30 minutes from Christchurch at Coes 
Ford Reserve or Lakeside Domain. If you are up for a an adventure, journey 
further into the mountains to Lake Pearson (Moana Rua) Campsite or 
Klondyke Corner. You’ll have a stunning view of the stars at night! 

To make the most of your time here, be prepared, travel safely and leave no 
trace, only footprints. Visit Selwyn.nz for more camping sites and information. 

From the People
The bliss of picking blueberries 
For Wendy and Don Babe, it’s not just about selling their blueberries. 
It’s about opening their farm gates and seeing the community enjoy 
the ripest blueberries from over 2,000 blueberry bushes.

“They taste so much better when you’ve picked them off the bush. 
And it’s quite Zen really. If you’ve got somebody with you, it’s 
just a nice time to chat and the next thing you know, you have a 
container full of blueberries!”

For some families, blueberry picking at Blueberry Bliss has become 
a yearly tradition.

“People have been coming here for a long time. We have one 
family who came out here during the first year of picking. They had 
just emigrated from Poland and they’ve come every single year 
since. It’s a lovely yearly catch up.”

Don laughs remembering the first day he and Wendy bought the 
orchard, 28 August 1992, the day of “the Big Snow”. Once the 
snow melted, Wendy and Don decided to continue growing the 
orchard, employing pickers for blueberry exports and eventually 
opening for pick your own in 1994. 

When asked about her favourite recipe, Wendy says her current 
one is a chocolate blueberry mousse. A blend of avocados with 
cacao, maple syrup and a cup of blueberries making the perfect 
summer dessert!

Grab a reusable container and head down to Blueberry Bliss to get 
your blueberry fix this summer. Make sure you check their social 
media and website for opening times.

https://selwyn.nz/
http://Selwyn.nz
https://blueberrybliss.co.nz
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See our wildlife 
KEA – NESTOR NOTABILIS  
Conservation status: Nationally endangered
Kea are the world’s only alpine parrot and unique to New 
Zealand’s South Island. Here in Selwyn, Arthurs Pass 
National Park is one of the best places to see Kea up close 
and personal. They are curious, highly intelligent parrots 
and will often make their presence known to you with their distinct “keeee aaaaa” call. When 
in flight, their dark green feathers reveal streaks of red and orange under their wings which is 
a stunning sight to see.

It is easy to think there are plenty of these beautiful creatures when visiting Arthur’s pass 
or the Otiri Viaduct, but sadly Kea are nationally endangered. To help protect the kea, 
please don’t feed them and if you spot one, report the sighting with their leg tag number to 
www.keadatabase.nz/birds where you can also read about the life of this kea. 

EVENTS 
MAKE SURE YOU CHECK OUT:
•  Lincoln Christmas Parade and Market – Saturday 10 December 

•  Futures Festival of Golf (Ellesmere) – Saturday 18 December 

• Wine Run at Rossendale – 21 January 2023 

•  Summer Festival at Larcomb Vineyard – Saturday 18 February 

•  Selwyn Sounds – Saturday 4 March 

* VISIT SELWYN.NZ/EVENTS 

Summer bocconcini salad 
with elderflower vinaigrette
INGREDIENTS
500gm Bocconcini cheese (Wairiri Buffalo)
1 punnet cherry tomatoes 
1 bunch of rocket (Untamed Earth) 
½ loose up cup of torn basil

VINAIGRETTE
¼ cup elderflower cordial (Shandy’s Products) 
¼ cup olive oil (HomeTrees Canterbury) 
2 apple cider vinegar
2 teaspoons dijon mustard
2 teaspoons raw honey (Bee My Honey) 
Pinch of salt and white pepper

METHOD 
Slice Bocconcini cheese into 5cm rounds.
Combine all vinaigrette ingredients into 
a jar and shake until combined.
Arrange bocconcini and tomatoes over 
the rocket.
Just before serving sprinkle vinaigrette.

* VISIT SELWYN.NZ  
  TO FIND MORE LOCAL PRODUCERS FOR YOUR 

FRESH INGREDIENTS

take the road less travelled

Wake up with a coffee at The Fat Beagle in Darfield before starting your adventure on the 
Inland Scenic Route Highway 72. 

Stop in at Glentunnel and explore the local township. First visit the Hororata Golf Club 
and watch as golfers attempt to get a hole in one. There is a café on the course if you’d 
like to grab a yummy treat! Uncover some of the area’s history and antique objects at the 
Glentunnel Museum (open 1-4pm on Sundays) including an old Home Bush pottery stamp 
from the 1890s. Then drive through to the Rakaia Gorge and take in the icy blue colours of 
the Rakaia River. Take a ride with Discovery Jet and journey through the gorge; famous for 
it’s unique coal and limestone cliffs. 

Next travel deeper into the high country and you’ll reach Fable Terrace Downs Resort for 
a late lunch with stunning views of Mt Hutt. Looking at staying the night? You’re in luck! 
Fable Terrace Downs might have a room available, or book your Canopy Camping retreat at 
Rockwood Station, Little Rock or Washpen Falls close by. There’s several country lodges on 
route including Quickenberry Guesthouse, Gunyah Country Estate and Snowdon Lodge. 

The next day, drive up the road to Lake Coleridge to view New Zealand’s first large 
government-built powerhouse. Travel back through Hororata, stopping for brunch at the 
Village Bar and Café where delicious country style cooking awaits you. After you’ve eaten 
to your heart’s content, make sure to check out Hororata Artists In.

https://selwyn.nz/
http://www.keadatabase.nz/birds
http://selwyn.nz/events
https://selwyn.nz/producers/

